
Upcoming 

Events 

 
05/14 

Baccalaureate 

 

05/15 
Sports Physicals 

 

05/17 
2:00 p.m. Dismissal 

& Graduation 

 

05/23 
2:00 p.m. Dismissal 

Baseball 
Cole Dixon 

Newspaper 

Staff 
 

Editors: 
Zoe Bonds, 

Hannah Cutsinger, 

Valerie Lindner. 

Journalists: 
Jadan Bible, 

Matthew Buckman, 

Jean Burks, 

Lukas Davis, 

Cole Dixon, 

Lauren Friess, 

Mark Garza, 

Tayler Issler, 

Taeler Kee, 

Carly Madrid, 

Lavelle Neal, 

Skylar Pyle, 

Lexie Thomas 

Softball 
Lexie Thomas 

This year, the baseball team has done amazing on the field. They 

recently won the conference game and have a couple games left in 

the season. The Indians have a record  20-5 with one tie so far. They 

won senior night against Edwards County 4-2. Regionals is this 

Saturdays at Carmi. Come out and support the baseball team! 

The softball team has had a tight season so far with a record of 12-

13. The last game is a Round Robin at Trico on May 11th. They 

also have a chance to go to regionals, sectionals, and super 

sectionals. Taylor Crompton, a junior softball player, says she is 

going to miss the team as a whole. We wish the Lady Indians so 

much luck for the rest of their season! 



Track 
Mark Garza 
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Math Team 
Carly Madrid 

Boys Track Meets 

Thursday, May 9th- JCHS vs. Multiple Opponents  

Monday,  May 13th- JCHS vs. Frankfort Community High School 

Friday, May 17th- JCHS vs. Open Game 

 

There are no more girls track meets! Good season girls! 

On the night of Friday, May 3rd, the JCHS Math Team set out for the University of Illinois in 

the Champaign-Urbana area. After waking up around 6:00 in the morning for a good 

breakfast, they made the short trek from their hotel in Tuscola to U of I. Upon arrival to the 

school, the math team enjoyed a short opening ceremony then began their day full of tests. 

When all was said and done, the freshmen placed 6th in the group Algebra I competition, and 

the seniors placed 4th in Precalculus. Individually, their highest scorers were: Kyleigh 

Hermetz in 9th place for freshmen and Chase Stanley in 7th for seniors. In relays, one of our 

two teams was in a four-way tie for 3rd place and our eight person team came in 7th place. 

Overall, the combined scores were enough for the JCHS math team to place 9th in the state, 

out of 54 teams total. Of the other top eight, only three were public schools. Congrats to the 

Math Team!  



On April 17th, the JCHS Art Club, along with 

some students from the art classes, headed out 

on a field trip to St. Louis. They left the school 

at seven in the morning and got to the first 

destination, the botanical gardens, around nine 

in the morning. They spent two hours there and 

were given cameras to practice photography 

and to see how beautiful nature is. After the 

gardens, they headed to lunch where they had a 

picnic at a nearby park and listened to music 

and socialized before heading off to the Art 

Museum where they got to see different 

exhibits such as New Media, Southwest 

Weavings, Egyptian Artifacts, etc. It was a 

great thing for the art students to get to see! 

After the Museum, their next destination was 

the zoo. They wrapped up their day there and 

headed home around six pm. It was a successful 

and fun trip that the art club really enjoyed and 

are looking forward to doing again. 

Art Trip 
Jean Burks 

Blood Drive 
Carly Madrid 

On Wednesday, May 1st, the JCHS Med Lab II class hosted its final blood drive for the year 

partnered with the American Red Cross. This blood drive was in honor of Mike Dean, an 

alumni of JCHS from the class of ‘99, who passed away in a car accident on July 22, 2006. 

Beginning at 8:00 in the morning, the Red Cross workers moved so diligently that they were 

almost two hours ahead by noon. After that, runners started trying to recruit donors, because 

they had run out. The team was proud to report that no one had fainted, and there were little to 

no complications when drawing blood. There was a very good turnout and despite a little bit 

of chaos due to being ahead of schedule, the team remained organized and on top of things. 

The American Red Cross was offering a scholarship to any student in medical classes who 

donated blood at least three times before graduating. This scholarship was awarded to Dylan 

Fischer, who met all requirements! 

Student Council is currently conducting 

interviews for new members next year. 

Mrs. McBride will be our new Student 

Council sponsor next year. On May 7, 

2019, student council hosted a breakfast 

in the teachers lounge for all of the JCHS 

teachers for teacher appreciation day. 

Graduating members are Zoe Bonds, 

Tayler Issler, Amelia Anderson, Gia 

Ordonez, Penny Nichols, and China 

Rone. We wish them good luck! 

Student Council 
Lexie Thomas 
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Prom 
Laruen Friess 

Spring Concert 
Carly Madrid 

On Tuesday, April 30th, the Johnston City music department, headed by Mrs. Sylvia Graham, 

held their spring concert in the high school gym. Those performing included the 5th through 

8th grade bands, the 5th through 8th grade choir, and the high school concert band. The 

middle school choir, who had a few high school students join them, sang three songs that were 

new to the audience, but were still very well received. Each band played two songs 

individually, and then gathered together in the center of the gym to play America the 

Beautiful. After the seniors had performed their second piece, Mrs. Graham presented them 

each with a bouquet and kind words.  

Mother’s Day 
Jean Burks 

Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the 

mother of the family as well as motherhood, 

maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers 

in society. It is celebrated on various days in 

many parts of the world, most commonly in 

the months of March or May. The American 

incarnation of Mother's Day was created by 

Anna Jarvis in 1908 and became an official 

U.S. holiday in 1914. Jarvis would later 

denounce the holiday's commercialization 

and spend the latter part of her life trying to 

remove it from the calendar. Mother's Day is 

a very common holiday throughout the 

world and has different meaning to every 

person. Most people tend to celebrate 

Mother's Day by giving a card or a gift to 

their mothers or just letting them know how 

much they love and appreciate 

them.  Mother’s Day this year falls on 

Sunday, May 12th. Even if you don't do 

anything big for Mother’s Day, let your 

mother know how much you love her. 

The 2019 JCHS prom was held at Kopelli 

Country Club in Marion, Il.  The prom 

king and queen were Garrett McBride and 

Lily Frick. The prom prince and princess 

were Caide Sloan and Zoe Davies. After 

prom was back at the high school where 

there were different games and 

inflatables.  The school provided 

McDonald’s burgers and soda for everyone 

to eat and drink so no one had to drive that 

late at night to get food. Everyone had a 

really good time at both prom and after 

prom.  



Phlebotomy 
Matthew Buckman 

Q. “What can you tell me about the Phlebotomy program?” 

“First off, phlebotomy deals with drawing blood for tests.  It’s for training students, and it’s an 

entry level skill. We are working with Heartland Medical to include the program with our 

CNA program.” 

Q. “Is it a class and who (what hospital or people) help develop it?” 

“One hundred clinical hours and a hundred successful sticks and passing the class are 

required.  Then they take a state test to get licensed. They have to be familiar with blood tests, 

tubes, there is a lot that goes into the program.” 

Q. What types of skills does a person need to be a successful phlebotomist?   

“First off, they need to be a CNA, then actually learn how to draw the blood, organize, be 

accurate, and have good, steady hands.” 

Q. “This school is the only school in the area with this program, how were we able to do 

that?” 

“I saw a need for the program, and I asked the hospital if they would be interested, and they 

were.” 

Q. “Have any students been interested in participating next year?” 

“Yes, several have already thought about it.” 

Q. “Do you have any advice for those who wish to take part in the program?” 

“You need to be a serious student, a hard worker, dedicated, sometimes you’ll be doing 

clinicals at 6 am, goal oriented.” 

Q. “News 3 covered JCHS for this accomplishment. How did you feel about the 

interview?” 

“I felt good, they acknowledged us.  I’ve also been approached by the Illinois State Board to 

highlight my program.  And I think it’s good for not just me or the school and the students, but 

the rest of Johnston city; it gives us good publicity.” 

Q. “Is there anything else you would like to add?” 

“I appreciate my colleges because sometimes my students need to leave other classes to do 
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Matthew Buckman 

Q. “When did you first decide you wanted to become a teacher, and why?” 

“When I was in third grade, I used to play school, so I’ve known from a very young age I 

wanted to be a teacher. I’ve always liked the idea of helping kids. I knew for sure in high 

school that I someday wanted to teach high school and help prepare kids for college and life.   

I thought about changing my major in college to mortuary science in my last semester at 

SIUC, though.” 

Q. “What interests you the most about teaching high school students?” 

“I chose to do high school because I want to teach them to prepare them for college and life, 

because I didn’t feel that I was as prepared as I should’ve been when I graduated.” 

Q. “Why did you come to Johnston City to teach?” 

“I student taught here, and I liked it. I was hired right out of college and stayed here for nine 

years.” 

Q. “Have the students at this school made an impact on you in any way?” 

“They taught me that if you care about them, they’ll try harder in your class. The classroom 

management will be better, and it will run smoother if you have a connection or good 

relationship with the students. Not every student will like you and that’s alright. The lives that 

a teacher touches will forever change not only the student, but the teacher as well. Every 

lesson I’ve learned about teaching has come from the students at JCHS.”   

Q. “Do you think you were able to make an impact on some of the students’ lives 

throughout your nine-year teaching career at this school?” 

“I hope I have made an impact on students here. I’ve had some who have graduated who have 

come back and say that I’ve impacted them, they remember some advice I’ve given, or they 

had a memorable time in class.” 

Q. “Why are you leaving JCHS?” 

“I am heading back to my own high school to teach. My husband, Issac, and I both graduated 

from there. Our kids go there and we live four minutes from the school. It cuts my drive time 

down by forty minutes and I’m there for my two kids. It’s hard to leave a place where I am 

comfortable, but it’s what’s best for our family.” 

Q. “Will you keep teaching the way you have been when you start next year in Carrier 

Mills, or will you adjust to the new student environment?” 

“I’ll definitely have to adjust because it will be a lot different.  I think it will be a difficult 

change at first because they don’t know me or my teaching style. I’m really close to the staff 

here at JCHS and I’ll be starting over somewhere new.” 

Q. “Fahrenheit 451 is one of your most in-depth units in English II, why is that?” 

“I like the warning that it is giving. It amazes me that Ray Bradbury predicted in 1950 what 

the world would look like today. When people become obsessed with technology, they quit 

thinking for themselves and give up their rights. Reading is really important, and I wish more 

people realized its value.”   

Farewell: I’ve enjoyed my time at JCHS. This place made me into the teacher  I am 

today. I will never forget the students I have taught or the friends I have made here. This 

place and these people will forever have a special place in my heart. Thank you JCHS for 

nine memorable years. 



Mr. Goodley 
Talyer Issler 

Our teacher spotlight this month is Mr. Goodley. Goodley has worked in our district since 

2011 and has been working in the teaching industry for twenty years total. This year, Mr. 

Goodley moved from the middle school to the high school. He liked working at the middle 

school, but he enjoys working with the high school age group much more. He initially did not 

want to work in a school; he wanted to be a professional baseball player, but had to find 

another career because he injured his arm. Coaching was the next best thing, so he decided to 

work in a school and coach. Outside of school ,Mr. Goodley likes to work out, read, and 

coach. He also does a bible study at Pittsburg Freewill Baptist Church. What he misses most 

about high school is interacting with his classmates, and the fun times he had. To this year’s 

senior class, he would like to say, “Find something you love to do and you will never 

work.”  He would also like to tell all of the Johnston City High School students to not take 

life that seriously, because each day is a new experience. “Find something to believe in, and 

please develop a moral compass.” Mr. Goodley’s favorite color is transparent because “you 

can see all the colors through it,” and his favorite food is Italian, specifically lasagna. 

Memorial Day is May 30th. It used to be 

called Decoration Day which honored the 

Union and Confederate soldiers that had 

died during the Civil War. When it came 

to the 1900s, it became a day to honor all 

soldiers that have died. It wasn’t until 

1967 that it was legally named Memorial 

Day. President Lyndon Johnson started 

Memorial Day and claimed that Waterloo, 

N.Y. was the “birthplace” of the holiday. 

Memorial Day 
Skylar Pyle 



Book Review 
Skylar Pyle 

Exams are coming up very soon and you should start preparing for them. Here are some exam 

tips is you should follow. 

 Before the night of the testing get plenty of sleep, that is key to having a good day. 

 You should get a good breakfast to start your day off, breakfast is the most important 

meal of the day you know. 

 Have a number two pencil ready. 

 Read all instructions and make sure you study. 

 If you don’t remember an answer, use the process of elimination. 

 Try your best! 

Exam Tips 
Lavelle Neal 
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Carry On by Rainbow Rowell is an 

outstanding book.  It features magic, love, 

LGBTQ+, and has an amazing 

storyline.  It’s 528 pages and I could not 

stop reading any of them. It has the enemies 

to friends to lovers theme.  Rainbow 

Rowell has a great way of switching point 

of views, writing the different characters, 

and leaving you wanting more.  This book 

is a must-read and it has a sequel, Wayward 

Son, coming out September 24th!  



Movie Review 
Jadan Bible 

In recent years, movies have become an even 

more popular medium than ever before from 

current releases such as Shazam and Hellboy, 

to upcoming releases such as Avengers: 

Endgame and Dark Phoenix. However, this 

year’s movies so far seem to be mostly 

superhero movies. A movie that breaks away 

from this is Us by Jordan Peele. The same 

creator that brought Get Out to the people, 

showing that big topics can be tackled in 

horror, now brings out another movie that 

demonstrates his brilliance with cinema. Us 

focuses on a family living the average 

American life, who encounters clones of 

themselves called the Tethered. Set in the late 

80’s, on the surface it appears to be another 

horror movie, but if that is looked past, it is 

really a study on the wrongs of the American 

lifestyle and mindset. Truly a brilliant piece of 

cinema, it is a must watch for horror fans and 

movie watchers in general. 

While we are only halfway through the year, there has already been many big budget games 

that have flopped. From Anthem to Left Alive, games so far have been high budget failures. 

The indie gaming scene, however, has been thriving more than ever. From Astroneer to Super 

Meat Boy: Forever, the indie scene is at an all time high. One of these games that has been 

especially thriving is a roguelike, shoot-em-up, bullet hell, dungeon crawler called Enter the 

Gungeon. Enter the Gungeon is a game where you traverse a dungeon battling with different 

guns and against different firearm themed enemies. It is available on almost every platform, 

including both the Linux to the Nintendo Switch. With a lot of charm and hilarity and with its 

last update coming out only a little while ago, it is a fantastic game indeed.  

Video Game Review 
Jadan Bible 



 
Graduation 

Taeler Kee 
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As things are wrapping up for the 2019 seniors, there is a bittersweet taste in it all; going off to 

the new places and growing into the adults we were meant to be. There will be many new 

things for them to learn but they all share one thing in common: they are the JCHS class of 

2019. Graduation is on May 17th, 2019 at 7:30pm. It will be held at the Johnston City 

Athletics Center unless there are weather complications, in which it will be held in the gym. 

Before then, there will be many events leading up to graduation. There was a senior walk and 

tree dedication/balloon release for Holly Smith on the last day of school, the senior trip was on 

May 10th, and a baccalaureate service on May 14th at 6pm. 

Baccalaureate 
Lavelle Neal 

Baccalaureate is a senior tradition where 

graduating seniors go to a local church and 

one of the students speak on behalf of the 

fellow classmates. A minister will bless the 

students and wish them good fate. 

Baccalaureate this year will be held at St. 

Paul Catholic Church on May 14 at 6:00 pm.  

Please come support our graduating seniors 

and wish them good luck! 

Senior Trip 
Taeler Kee 

This year’s senior trip for JCHS was at 

Holiday World in Santa Claus, Indiana. It’s 

was day long trip and was on May 10th, 2019, 

the Friday after the seniors are dismissed from 

school. The charter bus left at 6am and 

returned around 8pm. Lunch was provided but 

administration asked for the attendees to have 

money for souvenirs and dinner on the way 

home. The weather wasn’t great but it was last 

chance for the seniors to make memories 

together before their high school journey 

ended.  



Tuesday, April 26th was Scholarship Night for 2019’s graduating seniors at JCHS. The night 

was a success, complete with refreshments, programs, and students, parents, and scholarship 

donors in attendance. Many scholarships were given out that night, and many that students had 

already received from universities were also recognized. Amelia Anderson and Levi Gregge 

were recognized for SIU Carbondale, China Rone for SEMO, Zoe Bonds for SIU 

Edwardsville, Chase Selby for St. Louis College of Pharmacy, Hannah Cutsinger and Tayler 

Issler for University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Dylan Fischer and Justin Clark for 

baseball signings, and several other students for John A. Logan College. Many local 

businesses and organizations also gave out scholarships. In total, the class of 2019 won over 

$300,000 in scholarships. Go tribe!  

Scholarship Night 
Zoe Bonds & Hannah Cutsinger 



Did You Know? 
Lukas Davis 

Senior Spotlight 
Lauren Friess 

My favorite football team is the 

Pittsburgh Steelers. 

I drive a red truck. 

My favorite hobby is lifting. 

I have played football since 

kindergarten. 

I drink flavored water from a milk 

jug in the mornings before school. 

Who Am I? 
Lukas Davis 

 The national high school graduation rate 

for 2016 was 84.1 percent – an all-time 

high. 

 High school graduates are more likely to be 

employed, make higher taxable income, 

and aid in job generation. 

 The increase in graduation rate means 

more than 3 million more students 

graduated rather than dropping out. 

 The total number of graduates taking an 

AP course has risen from 558,993 in 2004 

to over one million in 2013. 

 High school graduates earn a national 

average of $8,000 more annually compared 

to high school dropouts. 

 At the national level, raising the current 

graduation rate of 84.1 percent to 90 

percent means graduating an additional 

219,000 students. 

 High school graduates are more likely to 

vote. During the 2012 presidential election, 

4 percent of people who left high school 

without graduating voted compared to 24 

percent of youth with only a high school 

diploma and 37 percent with a college 

degree. 

 The existing data show that as more 

students are graduating, the percentage 

graduating college and career ready is not 

declining. 

 According to data from the Alliance for 

Excellent Education’s “Graduation Effect” 

economic model, reaching a 90 percent 

graduation rate for just one cohort of 

students would mean the country would 

see a $3.1 billion increase in annual 

earnings, create more than 14,000 new 

jobs, and save $16.1 billion in health care 

costs. 

After high school, Emily Hill plans to 

attend college at Southeastern Illinois 

College for the 3+1 nursing program. Her 

overall goal is to become a Certified Nurse 

Midwife.  During high school, Emily 

participated in Marching Band, Choir, 

Musicals, Scholar Bowl, and she was a 

HOSA officer. Her favorite part of high 

school was being in Mrs. Mummert’s 

classes. Emily’s favorite class was Med 

Lab with Mrs. Mummert because she got to 

go to different hospitals and caring 

facilities to job shadow. In high school, her 

biggest accomplishment was getting 

certified for CNA and completing the 

phlebotomy program. Emily wants her 

classmates to remember her for breaking 

Danny Ridings’ nose. Her favorite year of 

high school was sophomore year because 

she put in the most effort. Emily says if she 

could do high school over, she would not. 


